
  

 

            

MUSIC—Making Us Strong In 
Christ  

(Theme created by: Grace Murray, 5th grade) 
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Merry Christmas from Saint Theresa School 
 

What an incredible start to the 2016-17 school year. 
Our school year has already been filled with many 
blessings and tremendous student achievement. We 
should all be so very proud of the hard working 
teachers and staff and accomplishments of our 
diligent and remarkable students. Saint Theresa 
School is a special place filled with the love of 
family who support, encourage and lift each other 
in the love of Jesus Christ.  It is with great pride 
that we say to you, our parents, staff, friends, 
families and supporters, Merry Christmas! 
 
Matthew E. Shore, Principal 

Issue 2 2016 - 2017 School Year December 2016 
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 Reflections from Visits to Saint Theresa School 

By: Rev. Samuel Dubois, Parochial Vicar 

 

When I was asked to share a brief reflection 

about some of my experiences at our school over 

these past several months, I couldn’t help but think 

about our school’s theme for this year: “Making 

Us Strong In Christ.”   

To begin with, I couldn’t help but think 

about how faith-filled and Christ-centered our 

teachers are. Many of them are able to gather 

together before classes begin, not to share coffee 

and doughnuts, but to pray together – and to pray 

not only for themselves and their intentions, but 

also their students. This love for Christ and desire 

to share the faith is also made clear by the fact that 

the teachers have all made a point of making time 

in their busy schedules so that I can visit their 

classrooms and spend time with our students.  

And that brings me to reflect on the kind of 

students that our school is blessed to have. Each of 

them has always been very warm, welcoming, 

respectful, and polite towards me. Furthermore, 

they are all very enthusiastic about our faith, often 

asking insightful and thoughtful questions, 

especially our 7th and 8th grade students.  

All of these experiences speak to the fact 

that our school is truly a great place to be, and that 

we – our staff members, our teachers, and our 

students – are all truly walking together on our 

journey of faith and becoming ever stronger in 

Christ.  

What Makes Saint Theresa School So Special 

By: Robert Graf, Middle School Math Teacher 

 

Saint Theresa 

School is special 

due to the many 

small things that 

are done daily that 

impress me. The 

kindness of our 

front office and our 

nurse. The teachers 

who do whatever it 

takes to help a 

child learn or ask 

how things are go-

ing when the child 

is out of sorts. The support staff that enables teach-

ers to concentrate on educating our children. Priests 

who truly support Catholic education. An admini-

stration that supports the staff and encourages im-

provement. Students who get involved to support 

the hungry, the homeless, and the sick. Our recog-

nition of veterans, grandparents, and parents. Our 

families who are so generous with their time. Our 

school is named for St. Theresa. How appropriate 

that our “little ways” are those very ways we show 

our love for God and his children. 

We caught Mr. Graf in action reading to our pre-

school children.  He had a few minutes to spare 

while his students were away visiting Trinity High 

School. 
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By: Mrs. DeBastiani 

 

Every October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

with one day set aside to wear denim.  Wearing 

denim is a small, but meaningful way to show 

that cancer affects all of us. The STS faculty     

donates $5.00 each to wear denim for a day for 

cancer awareness. The money raised goes directly 

to the American Cancer Society to help those with 

breast cancer. A couple of our past faculty have 

been affected with breast cancer as well as some of 

us with family members who have had it.  

Each year I am impressed by our faculty for their 

kind and generous donations and for wearing their 

denim and pink to show their support for breast 

cancer! 

 

Mrs. Richard and  the 4th 

grade PINK OUT 

 

Fourth grade teacher Mrs. 

Richard had a “pink out” in 

her classroom in support of 

Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month.  The students used 

pink pens, 

pink fold-

ers and 

pink paper 

all day 

long!!  

Each stu-

dent re-

ceived a 

pink 

“Courage” 

sticker to 

wear.  

 

Saint Theresa School sends our 

prayers, love and support!   

Both kindergarten classes have had a very busy 

fall. Johnny Appleseed Day, Grandparent’s Day 

and Pumpkin Day were some of our special     

celebrations. It was a fun day when Grandparents 

came to visit for Grandparent’s Day. The Grand-

parents enjoyed spending time in the classrooms 

and listening to the children sing special songs. 

Kindergartners and grandparents enjoyed making a 

family tree together. Thank you grandparents 

for visiting with us!  

 

Pumpkin Day was also celebrated this fall. Thank 

you parents for providing pumpkin treats to be 

enjoyed by all! The children are busy counting to 

Day 100. In November we celebrated Day 50 with 

some fun 50’s activities. We dressed in 50’s 

clothes and danced to fun 50’s music. We also  

enjoyed root beer floats for our snack. In           

November we also had our feasts with our Fifth 

Grade Buddies during our unit on Thanksgiving. 

The fifth graders came to the feast dressed as the 

Native Americans and the kindergarten children 

were dressed as the Pilgrims. It was a special time 

to celebrate friendship and to give thanks to 

God for all of our many blessings. 

 

December is a busy place in kindergarten. We are 

reading several different Gingerbread Man books 

and sharpening our map skills by having fun     

pretending that the Gingerbread Man is running all 

over the world! We will also be very busy        

attending Elf School and making gifts for loved 

ones. In addition, are excited about making ginger-

bread houses with our 5th grade buddies. As we 

enter the season of Advent, we are busy preparing 

for Christmas, just as Mary and Joseph prepared 

for the 

birth of 

the Son 

of God. 
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Congratulations to Mrs. Banks, Mrs. Richard and 
Mrs. Beauduy for celebrating 20 years of Catholic 
education. They received special recognition at the 
Diocesan education conference at the start of school. 
I asked the teachers what does being a catholic 
educator mean to them:   

Mrs. Banks: It is important to me to be able to teach 
in a Catholic School.  I valued my own catholic 
education as I grew up.  I enjoy being able to share 
the faith through my teaching and interactions with 
students.  I am able to teach and share in character 
and faith development as well as the understanding 
and excitement of science.   

Mrs. Richard: Being a Catholic School teacher is a 
blessing to me.  I love being able to put faith in all the 
subjects I teach.  

Mrs. Beauduy: Being a Catholic 
school teacher at STS gives me the 
opportunity to grow each and every 
day as a person in faith, hope and 
love of Christ.  It provides me with 
the ability to share and practice 
each of these with the students, parents and the STS 
community.  It is an honor to be part of our Christian 
education and to be able to touch the hearts and 
minds of our students.  

Congratulations to Ella Brechbiel, third grade       

student!  She received the Paul Harris Fellowship 

Award from Rotary 

International. During 

t h e  4 t h  o f 

July holiday, Ella  

offered free flags, 

popsicles, and glow 

sticks to people  

walking to Negley 

Park in Lemoyne 

who were going to 

watch the Harrisburg 

fireworks display.  As 

people passed by, 

they were able to      

provide donations 

which went to      

support the eradica-

tion of Polio, one of 

Rotary International’s 

objectives. She is the 100th recipient from the Rotary 

Club of West Shore.  The Paul Harris Fellowship 

Award    acknowledges individuals who donate or 

have contributions made in their name of $1,000 to 

the Rotary Foundation of Rotary International. Other 

notables to receive this honor are Nelson Mandela, 

Indira Gandhi, Pope John Paul II, Mother Teresa, and 

Luciano Pavarotti. 

M o r g a n  J u r a s h     

continues to collect the          

aluminum can tabs for 

the  Ronald McDonald 

House-year round. For 

the holidays, both  

Morgan and Madison     

Jurash  collect Christ-

mas Cards to      recycle 

for St Jude's   Children 

Hospital.  They also as-

sisted residents at Manor 

Care Retirement Home 

with Holiday crafts, in 

addition to attending 

similar events with the 

Respect Life Club.  

Congratulations to Priscilla Smith 

for winning the 1st place prize of 

$125.00 in the Patriot’s Pen contest. 

The contest is sponsored by the 

VFW, Post 7415 in New Cumber-

land.  The essay program gives stu-

dents an opportunity to write essays 

exploring their views on an annual patriotic theme. 

Priscilla’s winning essay was based on the theme 

“The America I Believe In”.  Way to go Priscilla!  
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Ryan’s Heroes by Linda Long 

 

November was National Diabetes Awareness Month 

and STS 4th grader, Ryan Long, participated again 

in the JDRF One Walk at City Island, Harrisburg, to 

help find a cure for Type 1 Diabetes.  

 

He, along with his many of his supporters consisting 

of family, friends, neighbors, and STS staff 

continue to walk each year since he was diagnosed 

in 2009. Team "Ryan's Heroes" has grown to 

approximately 80 plus members. That does not 

include the many people who donate but cannot 

attend the walk. 

 

This year the team has had over 150 donations 

amounting to over $10,000. Since Team Ryan's 

Heroes was created they have totaled over  $45,000. 

 

Since being named February 2016 Central Penn 

Parents Magazine's Caped Crusader, Ryan has 

appeared on  local TV, radio and billboards to help 

raise awareness of 

this disease. He is 

also a JDRF child 

advocate and has 

applied to lobby in 

Washington DC 

this July to 

Congress for the 

rights of those 

afflicted with Type 

1 Diabetes.  He 

continues to fight 

this battle with the 

help of his faith, 

family, and friends 

that one day there 

will be a cure.  

 

Girls on the Run by Michaela Strawser 

St. Theresa’s Girls on the Run had a      

wonderfully successful second season this 

Fall.  Our team grew from 16 girls to 25 

girls, which meant we had two teams repre-

senting our school this year. Additionally, we were so very 

fortunate to have seven amazing women who volunteered 

as coaches for this season, a few parents, a few community 

volunteers and our new school nurse.  Girls on the Run is 

an inspiring program for all involved, the girls, the 

coaches, and all the other volunteers who support us to 

make this program a success.  The name of the program 

Girls on the Run is a bit deceiving as it is so much bigger 

than running.  This program’s goal is to inspire girls to be 

joyful, healthy and, confident using a fun, experience-

based curriculum which creatively integrates running. So 

we run, but there is so much more.  We play games to help 

the girls to learn how to make healthy choices, how to tap 

into her star power, how to realize we get to make our own 

choices and control our actions.   When a girl knows she is 

the leader of her own life, she recognizes her power and 

potential to change the world.  

A few lessons we focused on this season include what is a 

good friend and how to be one and to give back to the 

community we live in.  This year both teams came        

together and learned to compromise to choose their     

community project.  The girls chose to write thank you 

letters to the New Cumberland police department, we       

delivered them with baked goods and the officer who   

received them was overwhelmed and touched. 

At the end of our 10 week session, the girls are both  

physically and emotionally ready to successfully complete 

the 5K, which took place at Hershey Park on a very 

windy Sunday, November 20th. Despite the weather, it was 

a celebration and the girls were nothing short of amazing, 

happy, and inspiring. 

The current Girls on the Run program for St. Theresa’s is 

for grades 3-5 and we plan to organize another team in 

Fall 2017. Also, there is a program for older girls (grades 

6-8) called Heart & Sole. Currently, St. Theresa’s does not 

participate in this program, however if anyone is interested 

in helping to volunteer to assist with this program please 

contact me, michaelastrawser@gmail.com. 

Michaela Strawser 

mailto:michaelastrawser@gmail.com
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Mission Club  

By: Mrs. Castner 

The St. Theresa Mission 

Club is part of the 

Missionary Chi ldhood 

Association. This is one of 

the Pope’s Mission Societies 

that supports over one 

thousand mission territories 

in the world. With the “Children Helping Children” 

motto, our students learn that they can truly make a 

difference in the world.  No matter how small, every 

contribution counts. Just twenty-five cents can 

provide clean water for a child or fifty cents a 

nutritious meal. A dollar can help provide woolen 

blankets in winter. Our donations also help with 

Bibles and religious education.  Sr. Rose runs a 

Catholic school in Madagascar. She spoke of the 

illnesses that occurred from a lack of clean water. 

Thanks to MCA she has been able to install water 

pumps and provide basic hygiene for her students. 

We can find stories like this from all over the world. 

What a wonderful thought that St. Theresa School is 

making such a worldwide difference with our 

contributions! 

MERRY  

CHRISTMAS  

from International 

Children's Network and 

its Matsiko World 

Orphan Choir!   

 Saint Theresa School: 

Thank you for the 

love and support you have shared with  

orphaned and at-risk children around the 

world this year.  Together we have changed 

the lives of hundreds of children and given 

them hope!  We hope that this Christmas 

season brings you comfort, joy and peace 

to last throughout the coming year! 

Christmas in Guatemala 

By: Courtney Brown 

 

This year I will be having a Guatemalan Christmas!! 

God broke my heart for the people of Puerto Barrios, 

Guatemala about four years ago on my first Missions 

trip. Now I work with a newly established non-profit 

c a l l e d  P u r e  J o y  M i s s i o n s . 

"Our mission is to bring hope and healing to 

communities by sharing the love and joy found in 

J e s u s  C h r i s t . " - K a t h y  J a c o b s ,  C E O  

Above is the statement that we, at Pure Joy strive to 

live and work by. Christ is at the core of all we do. 

We have a few ministries going on year round run by 

full time missionaries with the help of teams who 

come throughout the year. To name just a few 

ministries, we run a 

program for children 

who live at the city 

dump, we visit the 

orphanage, senior 

center, children's 

hospital, and nursing 

home, and we do 

construction when 

and where it is 

n e e d e d .  T h i s 

Christmas I will be 

joining our full time 

missionaries in 

Guatemala in their 

weekly ministries. I 

will taking school 

supplies donated by families and teachers from St. 

Theresa's to hand out to the children from the city 

dump and local families in need. We will be 

throwing Christmas parties at each ministry, 

providing a meal and activities. Some of the children 

from the city dump will go with us to the senior 

center and nursing home to put on a small program. 

Also, I will be 

spending Christmas 

D a y  a t  t h e 

orphanage. I have 

been privileged to 

watch God do 

incredible things in 

Guatemala and I am 

blessed to be apart of 

i t  a g a i n  t h i s 

Christmas!  
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The music 

program at 

STS is 

always busy! 

Saint Theresa 

School has 

been invited to participate in the Sylvan Chorale 

Christmas program held at the Grace Pollock 

Auditorium in Camp Hill. This is an amazing 

opportunity that will allow our students to perform 

in one of the best auditoriums in the area. It will also 

let the students sing with adults who have continued 

to perform music as adults. This will also give our 

school the opportunity to share our student’s talents 

in a broader community.  

The STS Choir sang the National Anthem at the 

November 18th Faith and Family Night at the 

Hershey Bears hockey game!  

“Sounds of the 

Season” The St. Theresa 

Parish and School Choirs will 

perform their Christmas music 

at a special recital on Sunday, 

December 18th at 4 p.m. This 

is a great way for our parish to 

come together and enjoy the 

season together. Our parish 

supports both our school and our music program and 

they love to hear our children sing. This is another 

great way for our children to see our parish music 

ministers in action.  

 

  By: Mrs. Beauduy 

Are you looking to 

help the less fortunate 

this season?  The 

Ronald McDonald 

House Charities of 

Central PA serves children and their families by 

providing compassionate and accessible support 

through programs and healthcare partnerships.  They 

are always in need of books.  We have shared 

duplicates of donations we have received at the 

school to this organization.  This is a great way to 

give.  

Mrs. DeBastiani and Mrs. Levens 

implemented a "Kindness Elf" in 

their rooms to show kindness 

during the Christmas season and 

throughout the year. It is like "Elf 

on the Shelf". The kids look 

forward to finding the Kindness Elf 

each day. Among many kind deeds, 

the students made cards for our 

cafeteria staff. They enjoyed them so much.  What a 

great way to spread Christmas cheer.  

 

Thanks to our local Camp Hill 

Sweet Frog location. They 

provided free sweet treats for 

teachers AND cards to hand 

out to students who go above 

and beyond to show kindness 

to others.  Way to go students! 

Enjoy a sweet treat for showing 

your kindness to others. I’ve received many emails 

from teachers telling me they have distributed the 

coupons to many of our students for doing a great 

job.  

 

By:  Señora  Haver 
In Spanish class, middle school 

students have been creating 

"Feliz Navidad" signs and cards 

for elderly residents in Guatemala. Courtney Brown 

is traveling to Guatemala in December and will 

deliver them for us! Two years ago, when Courtney 

made her first trip to Guatemala, middle school 

students created a similar project and their cards 

were really appreciated! The students are happy to 

use their Spanish to share their Christmas spirit with 

others and spread Christmas joy to a Spanish-

speaking country. 
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Kamia Shamoy 

(STS graduate) was 

sworn in as an 

attorney to the 

Indiana Supreme 

Court and Federal 

Northern and 

Southern Districts 

of Indiana. 

Congratulations! 

Pictured below are members of the Chinese         

Language class at Trinity High School.  They       

recently performed at Elizabethtown                

College.     Several STS Alumni pictured below 

includes: Sean Good, Stephanie Uroda, Sarah 

Eby and Elizabeth Witten. 

Trinity Girls Soccer Team: 2016 PIAA State Cham-

pions!  Catherine Gregoire (STS ‘13) is one of the 

members of the winning team.  Catherine’s Mom 

emailed this beautiful note to Saint Theresa School 

after we posted their success on our facebook page:  

“Thank you so much for posting Catherine’s       

article.  Like every parent, to say that we are proud 

of our children is an understatement.  What the 

Trinity Girls Soccer Program has accomplished 

over the span of its entire existence and these last 4 

years in particular, is nothing short of amazing.  I 

hope the article serves as an inspiration of what is 

possible for every young student, who dreams of 

achieving great things in whatever area they have 

great passion for;  be it academics, science, music, 

art, reading, writing or athletics.  The foundation of 

faith, respect and love of God they are blessed 

with  at  our Catholic Schools.” 

Congratulations to the sophomore class student 

council officers at Trinity High School — they 

are all St. Theresa graduates.  Steven Mitrzyk, 

Leah Deppen,   Lauren Seubert and Mia      

Kilroy.  Wow—that is amazing! 
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Claire McCarthy (STS 

'09) was recognized at the 

Thirty-Third Music Honors 

Convocation at West Ches-

ter University on October 

2nd. She received the V. 

Betty Dehaven Scholarship 

and the Robert and Cath-

erine Mitman Percussion 

Scholarship. She is also on 

the School of Music Dean's 

List.  She is a senior at West 

Chester, majoring in Music 

Education/Music Performance. 

Congratulations to Bill 

Malay (STS ’13) and 

Catherine Gregoire 

(STS ’13) 

on receiving  the Sis-

ters of Saints Cyril and 

Methodius Servant 

Leadership Award! 

This recognizes a stu-

dents investment in 

serving his/her parish, 

school and community 

beyond Confirmation. 

Recipients demon-

strate the attitudes and 

good works of a ser-

vant leader, a joyful 

witness, and an enthusiastic builder of the kingdom of 

God!   

 

STS Trinity juniors who were inducted into the         

National Honor Society on 11/30/16.  All STS Alums!!  

Olivia Gilbertson (STS 

‘11) and graduate of Trin-

ity High School (‘15) has 

been  selected to serve as 

a presidential ambassador 

for Dr. Rosalie Mirenda 

during her last year as 

president of Neumann 

University. Ambassadors 

are academically success-

ful students who demon-

strate respect, integrity, 

service, excellence and stewardship.  Olivia is a 

nursing major and orientation leader and co-chair 

of Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week. 

 

Kendra Klinger (STS ‘01) visited Saint Theresa 

School in November to thank several teachers who 

made a sig-

nificant 

impact in 

her life. 

She made 

personal 

visits with 

her former 

STS teach-

ers and also 

sent notes 

to those 

teachers who were unable to attend her visit (Mrs. 

Beauduy, Mrs. Kaufold, Mrs. Andreoli, and Mrs. 

Houseman).   

Congratulations to 

Amandy Foody, a 2008 

STS gradu-

ate.  Amanda's first 

young adult fantasy 

novel, Daughter of the 

Burning City will be 

released by Harle-

quinTEEN/Harper 

Collins on August 15, 

2017. Her second book, Ace of Shades, is being 

released in April 2018. Look for her at the local 

Barnes and Noble for a book signing next sum-

mer!  You can also read more about Amanda and 

her books at www.amandafoody.com.  

http://www.amandafoody.com/
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Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers and 

especially our PTO board: 

Meghan Rivera 

Donna Zack 

Sarah Kapp 

Colleen Smith-Murray 

Our monthly meetings are always the 1st 

Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m. in the Little 

Flower Social Hall.  We will see you on January 4th! 
 

Thank you for supporting 
your PTO!! 

__________________________________________ 

 

The next School Board 

meeting will be held on 

Thursday, January 12, 2017 

at 7:00 p.m. in Room A of 

the Little Flower Social 

Hall at the Parish.   All are 

invited to the meetings.  

Any items for the agenda must go through School 

Board first. See website for details on contacting a 

member.  

 

 

Did I miss 

anything?? 

If you want 

your student, 

school group 

or organization highlighted in the next issue of 

Saints Shout—just let me know.  I love to print 

articles abut the great works and activities of our 

Simply Terrific Students (STS!!!) E-mail me at:  

mzemba@sainttheresaschool.org.  Thanks! 

 

Are you a business owner?  Do you know a business 

owner?  The Educational Improvement Tax Credit 

Program is a way for businesses to divert their tax 

funds toward Saint Theresa School (STS). This 

program provides significant revenues to support 

tuition scholarships at our school. Thank you to the 

following businesses who are supporting STS 

through this program: 

Parthemore Funeral Home 

Excel Interior Concepts 

Barbush & Hoffman 

Treichler Sports &  Family Chiropractic 

Reilly Insurance 

Nutrition Inc. 

Soccer Shots 

Calcagno & Rossi 

If you would like more information on the EITC 

program, please visit our website at 

www.sainttheresaschool.org and click on 

“Adminis t rat ion”  then  “Development” .  

__________________________________________ 

 

Spring Fling 

2017 
Saturday, April 1, 2017 

Trinity High School 

 

We need your connections!  

Do you know of anyone who might be able to help 

us procure tickets to an event, gift certificates, raffle 

items, basket items, electronics, sporting event 

tickets, etc… If you have connections to any 

business/friend/neighbor who may be interested in 

donating to our school.  Anything is helpful! If you 

are able to find any items we can use for Spring 

Fling—we would appreciate it! We are always 

looking for more helpers to make the event the best 

ever!  For more information on how you can help, 

p l ease  contac t :  Michel l e  Zemba a t 

mzemba@sainttheresaschool.org 

Educational Improvement Tax 

Credit Program (EITC) 

Michelle Zemba 
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To kick off the beginning of Catholic Schools Week, 

will be hosting an Open House on Sunday,        

January 29, 2017 at Saint Theresa School.  9:00 a.m. 

until noon.  Please tell your friends, family, neighbors 

and co-workers about this wonderful opportunity to tour the school and meet the 

teachers and staff! 
 

 

2017 Saint Theresa School Book Fair! 

Sunday, January 29, 2017 through Thursday, February 2nd. 

Get some great books and support the school library at the 

same time.  Thank you Mrs. Beauduy for organizing.  

 

 

It’s the 4th annual TASTE AND SEE at St. 

Theresa School. Thursday, February 2, 2017 

from 6:30—8:00 p.m. Save the date!! 

 

 

ATTENTION Current school families—it’s time 

to register for the 2017-18 school year! Paperwork 

coming home in backpacks.  The 2017-18 school 

year registrations will be open to the public     

starting Sunday, January 29, 2017 at our Open 

House.  Don’t lose your child’s spot! Some classes are near capacity.  

Saint Theresa School—1200 Bridge Street —New Cumberland, PA 17070 

(717) 774-7464 — Email: stsoffice@sainttheresaschool.org 

www.sainttheresaschool.org 

“Like” us on Facebook! 


